The PRESIDENT replied that he only saw the patient for a few moments at the Radium Institute last week, but he asked him to come to this meeting. He was admitted to hospital on the previous day and would have his blood examined (Wassermann test), and probably a portion of the ulcer would be removed before any radical operation, which had not yet been definitely decided on. Symmetrical Swellings on Anterior Aspect of Arytaenoids just above the Vocal Processes.
BY HERBERT TILLEY, F.R.C.S.
H. C., MALE, aged 30, complained that his throat gets dry after using his voice for a few minutes. No other symptoms.
On the anterior and median aspect of each aryteenoid and above the level of the vocal process a small, pale, raised prominence can be seen. These come into contact on phonation, but do not interfere with the free movement of the aryteenoids and the voice is not affected. The patient has had syphilis and been treated for the disease, but without any effect on the above appearances, which may be of the nature of pachydermia. Possibly the symptoms have nothing to do with the laryngeal appearances.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT asked for any views on the pathology of the case. He had an open mind on the subject, but suggested it was pachydermia. The patient complained of thirst, but there was no sugar in the urine, and no kidney disease was present.
Dr. H. J. DAVIS said the condition at first sight suggested papillomata, but on careful inspection the growths were found to be hard; on the left side was a cup-shaped depression into which the elevation on the opposite side fitted. He believed it to be pachydermia, and advised leaving it alone.
Sir STCLAIR THOMSON agreed with the diagnosis of syphilitic pachydermia.
He was once deceived by a case somewhat similar, which turnedout to be tubercle, but in it there was some abrasion or ulceration of one of the swellings. If he were the patient he would not have them operated on, but a scientific enthusiast might wish to remove a portion and examine it under the microscope.
Dr. JOBSON HORNE also considered that the excrescences might be of the nature of pachydermia laryngis and that syphilis was a causative factor. He would be in favour of reducing the exerescences and of insisting upon absolute silence during treatment. The man's occupation permitted of this. The throat symptoms complained of could be accounted for by the nasal obstruction of which he complained, and attention to the latter would doubtless be beneficial both to the throat and to the larynx.
Dr. DONELAN said that viewed externally, in the absence of a speculum, the appearance of the nose suggested a deviated septum. The patient said that one of the reasons his throat was so dry was that he had much difficulty in breathing through his nose. Dr. Donelan would be glad to know how far this might be correct.
The PRESIDENT replied that the question of nasal obstruction was gone into, and it was concluded that there was not enough to indicate that it was a probable factor in the laryngeal condition.
Case of Osteoma of the Nose in a Woman, aged 31.
By H. LAMBERT LACK, F.R.C.S.
-SHOWN at the Laryngological Society in 1904.' She had a large growth in the left nostril, completely distending it, pressing the septum over to the right side, and occluding the ostium of the left antrum. The growth was removed by curetting and she has remained well until the last three months or so. Now there are signs of a return of the growth in the position of the left inferior turbinate and on the outer wall of the nose above the turbinate. During the last three months she has had some neuralgia on the left side of the face and some swelling of the left cheek. The left antrumn is completely dark on transillumination. There is no discharge from the nose. The case is ,shown as being an exceedingly rare one and any suggestions for treatment would be welcome.
Dr. JOBSON HORNE said the Section had been fortunate in having had brought before it similar cases during the last few years. The pathology, so far as he knew, bad not been worked out, and the cases had not been classified.
In the present case, although the growth was mainly on the left, the right side was also involved. The disease, according to his own observations, was usually bilateral. Speaking generally he thought the lesions were due to an infective process.
